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AAI sends a special thank 
you to our sponsors for 

your quarterly AAI Insider 
publication: 

Inside this Issue:  
 

· AAI Holds the First Annual 
Agribusiness Showcase & 
Conference 

· Thank you Agribusiness 
Showcase & Conference 
Sponsors 

· More than $10,000 in    
Shotguns Given Away at 
the Agribusiness Showcase 
& Conference 

· AAI Board Members meet 
with Iowa Legislators 

· Legislative Update 

· Welcome New AAI        
Members 

· 2010 AAI Board of Directors 
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Stine Seed Company 
Adel, Iowa 

www.stineseed.com 
800.362.2510 

AgVision Software for      
Agribusiness 
Ankeny, Iowa 

www.agvisionsoftware.com 
515.964.0708 

The Agribusiness         
Association of Iowa set a 
goal to reinvigorate our 
annual trade show in 2010 
by breaking free of the old 
mold and trying something 
new.  We accomplished 
this goal by holding the 
Agribusiness Showcase & 
Conference on February 9-
10, 2010 at the Varied 
Industries Building on the 
Iowa State Fairgrounds. 
 

Certified Crop Advisers 
(CCAs) were able to earn 
Continuing Education 
Units (CEUs), pesticide 
and manure applicators 
were able to obtain re-
certification, nationally recognized speakers 
addressed attendees, and so much more took 
place at the Agribusiness Showcase &          
Conference. 
 

Conference workshops for CCAs and the Grain 
and Feed Forum were held on February 9.  The 
workshops featured presentations from industry, 
academia, and regulatory bodies.  The day’s 
activities wrapped-up with the All Industry     
Reception, AAI Annual Meeting, and CCA 
Awards Banquet at Prairie Meadows Racetrack 
and Casino in Altoona. 
 

During the Banquet retiring AAI board ex-officio, 
Dr. Gerald Miller was honored for his service to 
the industry, 70 CCAs were recognized for their 

15 years of service, and 
former U.S. Trade       
Ambassador, Allen   
Johnson spoke to the 
audience about cap and 
trade regulations. 
 

The nation’s first indoor 
field-day, which took 
place February 10, drew 
more than 700 attendees 
to browse exhibits,   
equipment, and interact 
with the nearly 100 ven-
dors.  CCAs earned CEUs 
by engaging exhibitors in 
conversations about the 
science and technology 
behind their products, and 
by attending product roll-

out sessions held by  Monsanto and Syngenta. 
 

The two days of the 2010 Agribusiness      
Showcase & Conference were packed with  
education, networking, and a little fun for      
everyone.  The event was a success because of 
the support from attendees, exhibitors, sponsors 
and speakers.  Thank you to everyone who  
attended and was a part of making the first   
Agribusiness Showcase and Conference an 
educational and fun event that highlighted the 
best of Iowa agriculture! 
 

Mark your calendars for next year’s Agribusi-
ness Showcase & Conference – February 8-9, 
2011.  For more information about the Show-
case & Conference, visit www.agribiz.org.    
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Pictured L-R: (First row)  Mark Rosenbury, AAI Past  Chair; Mark Storr, BASF; 
Jim Bach, Marcus Construction Company; Paul Lopez, Monsanto; Clayton 

Kurtz, Circle K; Craig Struve, Ag Partners. (Second  row) Mark Reisinger, AAI 
CEO; Brock Helgerson, Monsanto; John Schabinger, No rthern Ag Suppliers; 

Dave Ockenfeis, Superior Services; Randy Anderson, CPS Wholesale. 
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AAI board members held meetings 
with their representatives and Iowa’s 
majority and minority leaders on     
February 9, 2010.  Board members 
discussed the importance of Iowa   
agriculture and pressed issues that are 
significant to AAI and the ag industry. 
  
Board members also urged legislators 
to pass two different study bills that 
were in House and Senate             
committees.  The bills relate to the 
modernization of the Grain Indemnity 
Fund assessment and transaxle weight 
limits on Iowa’s non-interstate        
highways.   
 
Board members met with legislators 
during the first funnel week of the   
session, this is a critical time on the 
hill.  If legislation is not passed out of 
committee it will not (in most situations) 
be considered for the remainder of that 
session. 
  
AAI board members said the reaction 
they received from legislators was very 
positive, and they acknowledged the 
importance of Iowa agriculture. 
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Recently AAI launched a new grassroots     
advocacy program, Voter Voice.  Members will 
receive the “Legislative Update” and “calls to 
action” through this program.  When you     
receive an AAI message sent through Voter 
Voice it will usually mean we need your help! 
 
The advocacy program, Voter Voice, will email 
you when a specific issue arises. After reading 
background information about the issue you 
choose whether or not you want to take action 
and email your legislators. The advocacy    
program will not send an email on your behalf; 
you must choose whether or not the issue is 
one you want to take action on. 
 
A pre-written letter outlining concern or support 
for a specific issue will be prepared for you, or 
you can draft your own email to legislators. 
Once you are satisfied with the letter, simply 
click send and the advocacy program will send 

your email directly to your specific legislators. 
 
As AAI works to increase our presence at the 
Iowa Statehouse and in Washington D.C. this 
grassroots advocacy program will become  
increasingly important. Legislators know who 
AAI’s lobbyists are, but now they want to get to 
know our members…you. They need to hear 
from you, their constituents, to know that a 
specific issue is important to you, your       
business and the ag industry. 
 
AAI exists to advocate for agribusiness         
interests on your behalf.  Please take a few 
minutes to assist AAI when you receive a “call 
to action” through Voter Voice.  Your input and 
emails will significantly help AAI’s advocacy 
efforts. 
 

If you have any questions about Voter Voice, 
please contact Laura Sinnwell in the AAI office 
at 515.262.8323 or laura@agribiz.org. 
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AAI Board members meet with Iowa 
minority leaders;  House Minority 
Leader Kraig Paulsen and Senate 
Minority Leader Paul McKinley. 

 
Below :  AAI Board members have 

one-on-one meetings with their  
legislators to discuss issues       

important to Iowa’s ag industry.  

AAI Board members meet 
with Iowa majority leaders;  
Speaker of the House Pat 
Murphy, Senate Majority 

Leader Mike Gronstal, and 
Senate President Jack     

Kibbie. ��
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· Modernization of the 
Grain Indemnity Fund 
(GIF) Assessment - HF 
2435/SF 2299 

· This legislation has 
unanimously passed 
both the House and 
Senate and is now 
waiting for the    
Governor’s         
signature. 

 

· Transaxle weight limits 
-  (HF 2419/SF 2315) 

 

· Senate File 2081 
 

· House Study Bill 703   
 

· R&D (Research        
Activities) Tax Credits  

 

· Propane legislation -  
(SF2125/HF 2166) 

“Nurturing Iowa Agriculture” 
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Agribusiness Association of 

Iowa 
900 Des Moines Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
 

Phone:  515.262.8323 // 
800.383.1682 

 
Fax:  515.262.8960 

 
Website:  www.agribiz.org 

 
Contact:   

Jackie Haley, Editor /     
Membership Director 

Email:  jackie@agribiz.org 
 

AAI Staff:  
 

Mark Reisinger, CEO 
 

Joan O’Brien, CFO 
 

Jackie Haley, Member Dir. 
 

Laura Sinnwell,               
Communications Dir. 

 

Jeannine Maurer,              
Administrative Asst. 

Agribusiness Association of Iowa 
900 Des Moines Street 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
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Advanced Ag - Creston, IA 
 

Agri-Bunge - Albany, IL 
 

AgXplore International - 
Collins, IA 

 

Career Solutions - Fort 
Wayne, IA 

 

Circle K  - Oregon, MO 
 

Cropland Containers, Inc. - 
Webster City 

 

Insight Enterprise           
Consulting - New Ulm, MN 

 

McCormick Construction - 
Greenfield, MN 

 

Midwest Cover-All / Cover-
All Bldg Systems, Inc. - Belle 

Plaine 
 

National Grain & Feed 
Assoc. - Atlantic 

 

New Century Ag Recruiters - 
Norborne, MO 

 

Oakley Fertilizer - Appleton, 
WI 

 

People's Company -         
Indianola  

 

Rosen's - Marshalltown 
 

Stueve Construction - Algona 
 

Superior Services - Wellman 
 

Tama Benton Coop. - Dysart 
 

Track Masters, Inc. - Silvis, IL 
 

Yargus Manufacturing -     
Marshall, IL 

Mark Rosenbury, Past Chair ; Sustainable   
Ammonia Fertilizer Enterprises, LLC 

 

Bob Farber, Chair ; Agriland FS, Inc. 
 

John Flood, VC ; Fowler Elevator, Inc. 
 

Mike Maranell, VC / District 4 ; AGP 
 

Kevin Drury, AAI Services, Inc. ; Hedlin Ag  
Enterprises 

 

Larry Arndt, At-Large ; MaxYield Cooperative 
 

Zach Coffelt, At-Large ; The Scoular Company 
 

Steve Cummings, Feed ; TriOak Foods, Inc. 
 

Dr. Rob Denson, Ex-Officio ; DMACC 
 

Joe Ewing, Plant Food ; Terra Industries 
 

Dave Flakne, Crop Protection ; Syngenta  
 

Tracy Gathman, Grain ; Two Rivers Cooperative 
 

Art Halstead, At-Large ; Cargill Pork, LLC 
 

Robert Haney, Affiliate ; Rain and Hail, LLC. 
 

Wade Jensen, Seed Ex Officio ; Remington 
Hybrid Seed Co., Inc. 

 

Dr. John Lawrence, Ex-Officio ; ISU, College of 
Agriculture 

 

Jeremy McMinemee, At-Large ; Aspinwall      
Co-op Company 

 

Steve Meyerholtz, District 6 ; Eldon C. 
Stutsman, Inc. 

 

Chris Pearson, At-Large ; Farmers Co-op   
Company 

 

Allyson Perry, At-Large ; CMA 
 

Rick Petersen, District 3 ; Heartland Co-op/
Diversified Ag, LLC 

 

James Russmann, At-Large ; Farm Service 
Company 

 

Max Smith, District 5 ; Smith Fertilizer & Grain 
 

Travis Stallkamp, At-Large ; Hagie            
Manufacturing  Company 

 

Jeff Stroburg, At-Large ; West Central Co-op 
 

Craig Struve, District 1 ; Ag Partners, LLC. 
 

Dave Tierney, At-Large ; Monsanto 
 

Paul Von Tersch, At-Large ; Van Diest Supply 
Company 

 

Steve Weiner, District 2 ; Cartersville Elevator 
 

Steve Werning, Seed Divisional ; Syngenta 
 

Wendy Wintersteen, Ex-Officio ; ISU, College 
of Agriculture 
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· March 2, 2010:  Grain Committee Meeting, 8:00 am - 
5:30 pm, Scheman Building, ISU, Ames, IA 

· March 9, 2010:  Feed & Livestock Committee Meeting, 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, AAI Office, Des Moines, IA 

· March 10, 2010:  Recreation Committee  Meeting, 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, AAI Office, Des Moines, IA 

· March 24, 2010:  Legislative Committee Meeting, 10:00 
am - 2:00 pm, AAI Office, Des Moines, IA 

· March 30, 2010:  Agronomy Committee Meeting, 10:00 
am - 2:00 pm, AAI Office, Des Moines, IA 


